The Anguish Of Kashmiri Pandits

Walking down the fossilized time,
Revisiting high pinnacles and green lakes
Of spirituality and learning,

Today the old native of Kashmir,

Kicked out of his natural habitat,
Wanders the far corners of the world -

To start a new life, a new community;

To heal his wounds, to follow the old light.

Cut off from its spiritual center,

The community wanders in silent grief,

To find a mooring,

To revive the luminosity that once brightened its universe,
To rekindle the fire that bound it together.

But unable to be reborn,

It gradually drifts into the unnamed universal melting pot,
Turning its hallowed past into history,

Its vision into yet unborn hopes.
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